As the current President of the Polish American Pharmacists Association, it is my honor and privilege to present this year’s Joseph Koslow Book Award to Mr. Adam Pepek.  

Mr. Koslow, in whose honor this award was named, was an active member the PAPAs, an organization established in 1936 with a rich professional and cultural heritage.  Our organization is proud of its intergenerational, multilingual, and interfaith membership.  Its members include pharmacists, pharmacy technicians, and other health professionals who have descended from Polish immigrants, immigrated from Poland themselves, or who have an interest in Polish language, culture and heritage.  Members gather quarterly to learn about advances in drug therapy from pharmaceutical companies, to broaden their appreciation of Polish custom and language, and to simply enjoy each others’ company.   At our meetings, one can hear a cacophony of conversations in both English and Polish!

Mr. Adam Pepek, a second-year pharmacy student, emulates those attributes that the PAPAs cherish.  Like myself, he is a decendant of Polish Highlanders, a proud, independent, and hard working Polish people.  Like his countryfolk, he holds education and professionalism in high regard.  Upon graduation, he plans to make a difference in the quality of life of Illinoisans, including Polish immigrants, by providing bi-lingual professional services in the areas of diabetes, cancer, and heart disease.  He understands that his education may not end at the Doctor of Pharmacy, but may require additional study in business or law.  

The PAPAs applaud Mr. Pepek’s involvement in the Polish American Student Association and the Polish Highlanders of America.  We are proud to provide him with the Joseph Koslow Book Award, which includes a one year’s membership in the Polish American Pharmacists Association.  

We look forward to Mr. Pepek’s contributions to his patients’ wellbeing, Pharmacy, the Polish American community, and the future of the Polish American Pharmacists Association.

